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— Abstract

]

Study on Quasi Mixed—Member Proportional

Representation under Public Official Election Act

— Focusing on the comparison with Germany —
Younjin Kim

The revision of the Public Official Election Act; , which was passed
by the 20th National Assembly on December 27, 2019, promoted the reform
of the electoral system by defining the quasi mixed-member proportional
representation. The revision is criticized for distorting German proportional
representation by linking only 50 percent of the party's votes to 30
proportional representation seats. The representatives of the ruling party and
opposition party also shared their perception of the revision of the Public
Official Election Act; in July 2021, which stipulates the quasi
mixed-member proportional representation.

The close review of German proportional representation, which was
frustrated in Korea, is required in reviewing Korea’s election system in the
future. German proportional representation enabled the emergence of minority
parties by linking proportional representation seats in proportion to the party's
share of the vote, and German parliamentary government is considered to be
a suitable government form which accords with proportional representation.

The quasi mixed-member proportional representation is implemented
which 50 percent of link rate is applied only to 30 seats out of 47
proportional  representation seats and the existing Mixed Member
Majoritarian(MMM) is applied to the remaining 17 seats in korea. It is
completely different from German proportional representation, which
constituency representatives and proportional representatives are elected at the

same rate. The revision of the 'Public Official Election Act; seems
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inevitable as the quasi mixed-member proportional representation is limited to
the election of the National Assembly on April 15, 2021.

Meanwhile, in Korea, the parliamentary government seems to be
somewhat inconsistent with the political situation in Korea as the presidential
system is increasing the political participation of the people through a direct
election and is currently operating stably. It is not desirable to introduce the
parliamentary government in Korea where quasi mixed-member proportional
representation is being implemented under the presidential system. There is
no need to excessively implement German proportional representation, which
results in an increase in the total number of seats due to overhang seats.

Under the current TPublic Official Election Act; , the quasi
mixed-member proportional representation contains the risk of violating the
principle of direct election and the principle of equal election as it not only
has a low link rate but also does not meet proportionality. The Public
Official Election Act; should maintain the fixed number of members of the
National Assembly and strengthen the proportionality in the direction of
reducing the number of members of the constituency and increasing the
number of members of proportional representation. Measures should be taken
to raise the threshold clause to prevent the sprawl of minority parties in
addition. Satellite parties should be excluded by requiring political parties to
nominate  both  candidates for the constituency and proportional

representatives.
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